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New report card indicators & why they matter

Why it's important

Advanced classes (HS only)

Advanced classes like International Baccalaureate (IB) or Advanced Placement (AP) courses are more
rigorous courses that help prepare students for success in college.!

Foreign language courses

Learning a foreign language increases students’ employability and can improve academic performance in
other areas while preparing students as global citizens.?

Dual credit courses ( HS only)

Dual credit provides benefits such as access to a wider range of rigorous courses, savings in time and money
on a college degree, and enhancing admission to and retention in college.

School personnel resources
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Elective classes (MS& HS only)

School personnel provide resources to a school to support student health, development and learning.

Why it's important

Elective classes can cultivate a student's interests, strengths and special talents.

Approved programs of study (HS only)

CTE programs, with business and community support, prepare students for the world of work by building
academic, vocational, career planning and citizenship skills at the same time.

Extracurricular activities

Extracurricular activities offer opportunities for students to learn teamwork, individual responsibility,
understand diversity and community, improve physical health, and experience competition.

Before & after school programs

Before and after school programs serve various purposes including safety and supervision to academic
support to cultural enrichment.

Health & wellness compliance

Well-maintained schools provide a positive learning environment. Physical education can promote positive
lifelong healthy attitudes and improve self-confidence, academic performance, and self-control.?

Awards received

Awards highlight the accomplishments of the school and its students.

Community partnerships

OUTCOMES (new indicators)

% of students graduating within 4 years
(HS only)

Partnerships allow schools to leverage external resources and provide additional opportunities for students.

Why it's important

High school graduation lays the foundation for success in today's economy.*

% of students academically ready for
college & career (HS only)

Students who meet or exceed “benchmark” scores on the ACT exams are more likely to be academically
ready for entry-level college coursework.’

% of students certified career ready
(HS only)

Students who finish high school ready for entry to the world of work (e.g., with a business-recognized
certificate, having completed a CTE Program of Study) are more likely to succeed in the long-term.

% of graduates who enrolled in additional
schooling after graduation (HS only)

Two-thirds of new jobs in today's economy require continued education after a high school diploma.®




% of 8th graders passing Algebra | with
grade of C or better (MS only)

Students who take Algebra in middle school have more advanced math skills later in life.” They are more
likely than their peers to complete a challenging course sequence in high school, and to enroll in college.?

% of alumni college freshmen enrolled in
“remedial” courses

Enrollment in remedial courses is an indicator that a student is not fully prepared for college-level
coursework. Students who take remedial courses are less likely to complete college than their peers.’

% of students Kindergarten ready
(Elem only)

Kindergarteners who enter prepared to succeed in school socio-emotionally, cognitively, and physically have
greater success in school and later in life. 1°

% of alumni “on track” in their freshman
year of high school (MS only)

% of high school freshmen “on track”
(HS only)

PROGRESS (new indicators) Why it's important

Success in freshman courses is a key predictor of graduation from high school.' Reporting on the
performance of middle school graduates provides feedback on their preparation for high school.

Freshmen who are on-track in their courses go on to their sophomore year are more likely to succeed in and
graduate from high school.*?

% of students achieving expected growth

% of teachers rated proficient or excellent

ENVIRONMENT (new indicators) Why it's important

Students must make a certain amount of growth from one academic year to the next in order to meet
standards expectations. Analysis lets districts predict how much growth students should be able to make in
a given year. This metric tells us whether students are making “expected” growth.

Teachers are the single most important in-school factor in determining whether and how well students learn.
Evaluations measure the quality of instruction students receive and the impact on student outcomes.!?

% of students with less than 10 absences in
the school year.

Students with high attendance are more likely to learn, graduate and succeed post-graduation; students with
high or chronic truancy levels are more likely to drop out.* This reporting method accurately reflects these
individuals, rather than losing them in average attendance statistics.

% of teachers present in class 95% or more
of their scheduled class time

Quality instruction requires the consistent presence of students' teachers in the classroom.?®

% of teachers who returned to school from
previous year (3 year average)

Stability in the teaching force can be reflection of the culture at the school. While some movement of
teachers in and out of the school is normal, higher rates of turnover may be indicative of less stability.

Principal stability

Stable leadership motivates teachers and creates a positive environment for students.'®

Family & community engagement in
student/ teacher survey

Students with engaged support at home and in their communities are more likely to succeed in school.”

Learning climate in student/teacher survey

When students feel safe, supported, and challenged, they are more likely to succeed academically.*®

Professional climate in teacher survey

Recruiting, developing, and retaining effective teachers requires the presence of a strong professional
environment at the individual school level.®
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